
 

 

 
 
 
Background or key concepts to build upon:   
 
    1.   Most likely, you are familiar with Romeo and Juliet, Act III, scene i, when 
the Montagues and the Capulets come upon the stage to argue for justice.  
Just prior to this scene, Romeo, a Montague, killed Tybalt, a Capulet, after 
Tybalt killed Romeo’s best friend, Mercutio. Both sides of the feud appeal to the 
Prince of Verona for justice. Regardless of the outcome, whether or not you felt 
justice had or had not been served, this scene emphasized the importance of 
a justice system.   
 
    2.  Justice systems may vary from culture to culture. Similar to culture, 
it is a word that may be defined in as many ways as their are people. Justice 
may include for you words and phrases such as laws, rules, codes, 
constitution, judge, jury, lawyers, witnesses, victim, ethics, morality, 
punishment, rehabilitation. Define your meaning of justice.  
 

JUSTICE:  What does it mean to me? 

 
 
     3.  However, there is a justice that could be considered “universal.”  See 
“United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child.” The point of this 
document is to show one way that people try to determine the justness of 
laws outside the scope of culture by using the United Nations. 
 

Thinking & Writing About 
Individual Moral Choices  
& Actions 
 



 

 

     4.  So just how just are you?  In the late 1950s, Lawrence Kohlberg began 
his study of cognitive and moral development as it relates to moral reasoning.  
In other words, he determined that moral reasoning is a process of stages 
developed by levels of cognitive learning. There are three levels: Pre-
conventional, conventional, and post-conventional.  There are two stages within 
each level. It is interesting to note that the six stages represent a pattern of 
thinking which integrates each person’s experience and perspective on 
specific moral issues.  (See Kohlberg resources) 
 
 
STOP HERE:  Write in your journal.  HOW JUST ARE YOU?  When is it 
acceptable to break a law or a rule with which you do not agree?  When 
have you upheld a rule or law?  Why did you? What made you not break a 
law?  What made you break a rule? 
 
 
 
 
     5.  Assignment - Type up a discussion paper that takes a look at each of 
the Kohlberg six stages of moral development. Go through each stage and 
reflect upon your own experience, then answer these questions:  
 

- How have I experienced this stage?   
- What happened?  
- Who else was involved? 
- How did I feel about myself at this stage? 
- If you haven’t experienced this stage, do you know some who has? (If 
not, speculate about a person who may have “hit” this stage & WHY) 

 
Your paper will be in MLA format with correct margins, font, header, etc. This 
is a personal reflection; therefore, the personal “I” may be used. ALSO, use 
BOLD/UNDERLINED HEADERS for each stage to set them apart and dive 
right in to your explanation/reflection for each (No flowery intros needed). 
Grading will be based on understanding of all the stages, completeness of 
assignment, and grammar. 
 
Assignment is due _____________________________________________________   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Copied & adapted from Teacher Nancy Thibo, Honors English 10 


