
Your English 10 Portfolio 

 
 
A writing portfolio is a helpful way to collect, reflect upon, improve and archive 
your writing from this year. I sincerely hope you will also see it as a keepsake to 
revisit throughout your academic career and for the remainder of your life, for 
it will be a reflection of your growth as a writer and a student. 
 
This portfolio you create will be in lieu of your final exam for the course, and it 
will include the following FIVE (5) parts, each worth 20%: 
 
Part 1: Longitudinal Essay (Rewriting & Reflecting on Summer Reading essay) 
 

● Rewrite & improve your Summer Reading Essay utilizing skills you’ve 
honed & developed this year. 

● Write a 1-paragraph reflection about the improvements you made and 
WHY. Also, include any thoughts/feelings you had about your original 
writing as you reread it in the spring. 
 
*NOTE: Feel free to draw upon your previous work with Perfect 
Paragraph, Hook, “HOTPIESWOW”, Sandwich Model, SNIPPETS & 
Literary Analysis Rubric (attached) 

 
 
Part 2: FOUR Dialectical Journal Rewrites & Reflection 
 

● Rewrite & improve any FOUR (4) Dialectical Journal Entries from this 
year, demonstrating stronger insight, commentary, and overall pursuit 
than your original. 

● Write a 1-paragraph reflection about the improvements you made & 
WHY.  

 
 
 



Part 3: Rewrite your 55 FICTION short story & Reflect on Literary Elements 
 

● Rewrite & improve your 55 Fiction short story, demonstrating a keen 
understanding of plot, character, setting, dialogue/narration, 
Point-of-View, and other literary elements. 

● Write a 1-paragraph reflection about the improvements you made and 
WHY & HOW you incorporated literary elements for certain effect given 
the confines of the format.  

 
Part 4: Analytic Essay Rewrite 
 

● Rewrite & improve any analytic essay from this year, demonstrating 
stronger insight, commentary, and overall pursuit than your original. 

● Write a 1-paragraph reflection about the improvements you made and 
WHY.  

 
*NOTE: You may select any of the following for this part of your 
portfolio: 

○ Research Revisited Paper: Women’s Subjugation 
○ Independent Reading Character Comparison 
○ Poetry Exhibition Analysis 
○ Fences: Is Troy Going to Heaven? 

 
Part 5: Literacy Narrative of Your Growth 
 

● Write a NEW piece, a reflection of your growth through a literacy 
narrative. You will write the story of your sophomore year as a reader, 
writer and thinker through the lens of one of the characters we’ve 
encountered this year. That is, you will draw parallels between your life 
& growth this year and the experiences and/or insights of one of our 
characters. Maybe it’ll be Antigone, Sammy, Shylock, Troy, or even a 
nameless narrator we encountered along the way. 

 
*NOTE: This piece could provide an excellent opportunity to incorporate 
our overarching theme for the year of “Finding Your Moral Compass”. 

 
(Refer to attached Analytic Essay Rubric & Checklist as helpful guides 

for Analysis, Dialectical Journal, or Longitudinal/Summer pieces) 



MDOLC (Checklist): 
 

MEANING--What you have to say (content and ideas) 
1. Relates to and answers the question asked 
2. Indicates a correct, close reading of text 
3. Offers depth of analysis 
4. Makes insightful connections 
5. Thesis statement presents a thought-provoking argument 

 
DEVELOPMENT--How well you convince your reader 

1. Provides appropriate, specific details of support 
2. Selects and uses effective references and quotations with signal phrases 

parenthetically documented. 
3. Provides commentary on and explanation of significance of evidence as related to the 

thesis 
4. Demonstrates differentiation and discernment; avoids summarization 
5. Applies correct use of literary terminology as needed. 

 
ORGANIZATION--How you structure your argument 

1. Introductory paragraph moves from general ideas to specific thesis 
2. Thesis statement clearly states topic and argument 
3. Employs effective topic sentences that refer to thesis and topic of paragraph 
4. Body paragraphs delineate the validations in the order presented in the thesis 
5. Concluding sentences restate the significance of evidence in support of thesis; 

language from thesis argument is included 
6. Uses transition words and phrases for clarity and coherence 
7. Brings essay to strong conclusion that extends argument 

 
LANGUAGE--How you convey meaning with words 

1. Uses language that is precise and unambiguous 
2. Uses effective syntax including sentence variety of openings, lengths, and kinds 
3. Demonstrates awareness of audience; writes in third person 
4. Eliminates errors that interfere with comprehension 

 
CONVENTIONS--How you follow the rules of the process 

1. Shows evidence of editing and rewriting 
2. Adheres to correct use of grammar 
3. Follows conventions of spelling, punctuation, capitalization 
4. Gives attention to legibility and format, including a header (presentation) 

 
 



 
 


