
Quotes on religion: 

Ten negative, five neutral and five positive. We hope to balance the score in 
the future: 

John Adams, in a letter to Thomas Jefferson: "/ almost shudder at the 
• thought of alluding to the most fatal example of the abuses of gr ief which 

the history of mankind has preserved -- the Cross. Consider what calamities 
that engine of grief has produced!" 
Anon: ''The worst thing you can do to a dogma is give it an empire." • Bruce Buursma: The Chicago Tribune: "Almost every story around the world 

• has a religion sub-plot" 
Tom Clancy: In "The Sum of all Fears:" "I just finished reading the Koran, 

• and there's nothing in there I didn't hear in Sunday school." 
William 0. Douglas: Supreme Court Justice, 1952: "We are a religious people 

•whose institutions presuppose a Supreme Being." 
Albert Einstein: " .. . science without religion is lame; religion without 

• science is blind." 
Benjamin Franklin, from "Articles of Belief and Acts of Religion", 1728-NOV-

•20: "I cannot conceive otherwise than that He, the Infinite Father, expects 
or requires no worship or praise from us, but that He is even infinitely 
above it." 
Mahatma Ghandi: "It it weren't for Christians, I'd be a Christian." • Thomas Jefferson: 

• In a letter to Baron von Humboldt, 1813: "History I believe furnishes no 
• example of a priest-ridden people maintaining a free civil government. 

This marks the lowest grade of ignorance, of which their political as well 
as religious leaders will always avail themselves for their own purpose." 
"/ have sworn on the altar of God eternal hostility against every form of 

• tyranny over the mind of man." 
"/ never told my religion, nor scrutinized that of another. I never 

• attempted to make a convert, nor wished to change another's creed. I 
have judged others' religions by their lives, for it is from our lives and not 
our words that our religions must be read." 
"God who gave us life gave us liberty. Can the liberties of a nation be 

• secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are a gift 
of God. Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, 
that his justice cannot sleep forever." 

Charles Kimball Baptist minister, Middle East expert, and author of a 
•phenomenally important book: When Religion Becomes Evil. "Whatever 

religious people may say about their love of God or the mandates of their 
religion, when their behavior toward others is violent and destructive, when 
it causes suffering among their neighbors, you can be sure the religion has 
been corrupted and reform is desperately needed." 



His Holiness the Dalai Lama: 'This is my simple religion. There is no need 
• for temples; no need for complicated philosophy. Our own brain, our own 

heart is our temple; the philosophy is kindness." 
James Madison, From "A Memorial and Remonstrance", 1785: "What 

•influence, in fact, have ecclesiastical establishments had on society? In some 
instances they have been seen to erect a spiritual tyranny on the ruins of 
the civil authority; on many instances they have been seen upholding the 
thrones of political tyranny; in no instance have they been the guardians of 
the liberties of the people. Rulers who wish to subvert the public liberty 
may have found an established clergy convenient auxiliaries. A just 
government, instituted to secure and perpetuate it, needs them not." 
Richard Nilsen: Arizona Republic columnist: "We have reached an 

•uncomfortable impasse. We need belief to make life meaningful, yet we 
cannot allow ourselves to believe in anything. Every faith, institution, 
political faction and ideal has proved at some level to be a tissue of 
hypocrisy. We decry our own cynicism, but recognize that, at some level, it 
is merely realism. Some [people] retreat into conventional orthodoxies; 
others free-float, aimless in an increasingly valueless society. But there is 
another alternative: starting from scratch to see if we may discover for 
ourselves something like universal truth and build the whole thing over 
again." 
Thomas Paine: "Of all of the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny of 

• religion is the worst." 
Bertrand Russell: "My conclusion is that there is no reason to believe any of 

• the dogmas of traditional theology and, further, that there is no reason to 
wish that they were true. Man, in so far as he is not subject to natural 
forces, is free to work out his own destiny. The responsibility is his, and so 
is the opportunity." 
Farrell Till: "Information is religion's greatest enemy, and in an age when 

• information is just a few keyboard strokes away from anyone with a 
computer, this is going to pose a greater threat to Christianity than 
anything it has yet 'survived.' " 
Jesse Ventura: Governor of Minnesota, 1999, in an interview with Playboy: 

•"Organized religion is a sham and a crutch for weak-minded people who 
need strength in numbers. It tells people to go out and stick their noses in 
other people's business." 
Alan Watts: from "The Essence of Alan Watts series - GOD": Many people 

• think that the bible is the authentic word of God and they worship the 
bible, making it an idol ... " 
Steven Weinberg, Nobel Laureate: "Religion is an insult to human dignity. 

• With or without it, you'd have good people doing good things and evil people 
doing evil things. But for good people to do evil things, it takes religion." 
Israel Zangwill: "Scratch a Christian, and you find the pagan -- spoiled." • www.religioustolerance.org 


